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It’s time to launch your book! 
Does that make you happy and expectant? 

Or worried and anxiety-ridden? 
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Setting yourself up to have a successful  
book launch will promote you and your book 
during this all-important time in your book’s 

life, and will keep paying dividends for 
months and years to come. 



Central	
  Coast	
  
Writer’s	
  Conference	
  2013	
  

Before we can get started with our book launch 
plans, we have to drop back for a minute and 

talk about your book marketing plan 
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You have one of those, right? 
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Here’s why: 

When you create a marketing plan, you gather 
together your assets and start to develop the 
relationships you’ll need as you go forward 

toward publication 
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Actually, you could start (for nonfiction authors) 
even before you write the book. 

This way, the marketing of the book is 
 “baked in” not something you run around 

trying to solve when you’re ready to go to press! 
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So for the rest of this presentation,  
we’ll assume you’ve done all that,  
that your assets are ready to go, 
and now you’re ready to plan that 

all important book launch 
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Publication Date 

A convenient “fiction” that allows publishers and 
their partners to target a specific date or time 
span for the initial publicity and promotion for 

the book 
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Partners 

•! Retailers 

•! Wholesalers 

•! Distributors 

•! Book reviewers 

•! Publicity and PR staff 

•! Media contacts 
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Planning & Timing 

From the time your manuscript is finished: 

Editing, 2 – 8 weeks 

Design & layout, 2 – 4 weeks 

ARC printing, 1 - 2 weeks 

Shipping, 1 week 

= 4 months 
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Early and Pub-Date reviewers 

Need to have your ARC or “Bound Galley” in 
hand with promotional material: 

2 months before Pub Date 
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Your Book Launch “Menu” 

•! Guest posts 

•! Book trailers 

•! Blog tour 

•! Review campaign 

•! Contests & Giveaways 

•! Press releases 

•! Launch Party 

•! Bundled promotions 

•! “Bestseller” campaigns 
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Getting Your ARCs 

Use a digital printer: 

•! Alexanders.com 

•! 48hrbooks.com 

•! 360digitalbooks.com 

•! Snowfallpress.com 
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Your Book Launch (Survival) “Menu” 

4. Email Campaign 

•! This is how to activate your fans 

•! Progress reports build anticipation 

•! “Insider” info gets people on your 
side 

•! Principal way to control the timing 
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3. Engage Your Network 

Create a sequence of updates or posts that builds 
interest in your book 

Contact peers beforehand to get on their schedule 

If you have a giveaway, spread it throughout your 
network and encourage sharing 

 

 







Central	
  Coast	
  
Writer’s	
  Conference	
  2013	
  

6. Target Your Efforts 

Decide whether you’re going for “bestseller” 

Make sure media and reviewers know the date 

Consider Kindle Select program for 90 days 

Keep in touch with your fans and partners 
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Plan your launch calendar backwards: 

6 months: peer review and testimonials 

4 months: pre-publication reviewer mail 

2 months: early and pub-date reviewer mail 

2 months: plan launch party or event 

Etc. 
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Special Offer for CCWC Attendees 

Use this coupon code to get 25% off  
anything in our store at: 

www.BookDesignTemplates.com 

Including Word templates for fiction, nonfiction, children’s 
books, and Premium Services (through Monday, 9/23) 

CCWC25 


