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1.
Book design is a specialty, mostly 
unknown before print on demand 

became popular and lots of 
people started publishing books
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It’s also how we turn 
manuscripts into books 

www.TheBookDesigner.com                        www.SelfPubBootCamp.com

Photo: Johnny Maroun Photo: elbragon

Sunday, February 20, 2011

http://www.TheBookDesigner.com
http://www.TheBookDesigner.com


Book Design for Self-Publishers

2. 
Self-publishers need to know 

enough to make sure their book 
is suited to the goals they've set.
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3.
Interior design uses typography 

(design with typefaces) to 
present the author’s work 
in the best way to readers
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4. 
Readability and easy access to the 
information in the book are aims 

of good book design

Sunday, February 20, 2011

http://www.TheBookDesigner.com
http://www.TheBookDesigner.com


Book Design for Self-Publishers

www.TheBookDesigner.com                        www.SelfPubBootCamp.com

Sunday, February 20, 2011

http://www.TheBookDesigner.com
http://www.TheBookDesigner.com


Book Design for Self-Publishers

www.TheBookDesigner.com                        www.SelfPubBootCamp.com

5. 
You have to decide whether 
you’ll hire a book designer 

. . . or do it yourself.
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6. 
Cover design: 

Hire a designer no matter what 
kind of budget you have.
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7.
Book designers are aware of 
readers’ expectations and the 

conventions that rule the design 
of books.
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8. 
If you put the work in, you can do 

a decent job yourself
(fine for ebooks), 

but you can’t expect it to look 
like a professional book.
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9. 
The more complex the structure 

of your book, the more 
challenging it is to design.
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10. 
Look at the elements of book 

design to understand how a book 
designer sees them.
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11.
Following the development of a 
book design process you can see 
it change from a manuscript into 

a book.
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12.
Book cover design is a marketing 

decision, and you’ll need to 
approach it as a publisher, not an 

author.
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13. 
If you want to compete in the 

marketplace, hire a professional 
designer or book shepherd.
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14.
If you don’t want to compete in 
the marketplace, enjoy yourself  
and make your book exactly as 

you want to. Have fun!
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15. 
10 mistakes you can avoid that 
make your book look like an 

amateur production.
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218 A Self-Publisher’s Companion
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16. 
For many kinds of books, design 
can have a major effect on your 

sales, and your satisfaction.
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If you want positive word-of-mouth, getting the interior right 
is far more important than the cover.

—Morris Rosenthal, Self-Publishing 2.0

Professionally edited, typeset, & designed are critical for 
success via POD. (Looks count.)

—Jane Friedman, editorial director of Writer’s Digest

Unless you have professional graphic design experience, hire 
someone who does!

—Dummies.com
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“After many hours in book stores and libraries, the light 
bulbs began to pop in my head. Oh, so that’s how a beautiful 
cook book looks. It should not look like something produced 
by the church committee on a home computer – it should 
look like a professional publishing house produced it. Right – 
now the search for a graphic designer began. Wow!! I could 
not believe the transformation. I sold over 250,000 copies of 
“Fit to Cook – Why ‘Waist’ Time in the Kitchen?” It’s a 
guarantee that the book would not have sold 250 copies in 
its original format.”
—Denise Hamilton, Ink Tree, Ltd.
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17.
To find out more about book 

design and self-publishing, 
subscribe to the blog at:

www.TheBookDesigner.com
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Download this presentation and 
other resources at:

http://www.thebookdesigner.com/book-design-101
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Coming 
Soon . . . 
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